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Wyoming Judges’ Benchbook 
 
 
 
Name:               
 
Court:               
 
Judicial District:            
 
 
SCHEDULING CONFERENCES 
 
Q.  How are scheduling conferences set and used in your court? Are they conducted by you? When 

done by telephone, are the attorneys responsible for setting up a conference call or does your 
office have enough lines to allow attorneys to call in? If yes, how many lines are available? 

 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What do you expect from the attorney(s) at the scheduling conference? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.   Do you use multiple scheduling conferences? Why? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

Q.  Do you use court‐directed discovery conferences? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are your preferences regarding scheduling/discovery conference orders? Do you require 

that specific things be included in such orders? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROTOCOL 
 
Q.  What are your thoughts on courtroom protocol? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What things do lawyers do that are particularly helpful? 
 
A.   
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Q.  What things do lawyers do that are not helpful? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
MOTIONS PRACTICE 
 
Q.  Do  you require that submitted motions include a proposed order? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to your chambers prior to hearing 

on a motion? If so, how early would you like them? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you schedule hearings on motions automatically upon receiving a request for setting, or do 

you prefer or require that counsel call to schedule hearings? 
 
A.   
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Q.  Under what circumstances do you decline to grant a request for oral argument? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you prefer that counsel provide copies of the relevant cases prior to a hearing? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Is there anything about the way you handle requests for temporary restraining orders and 

preliminary injunctions that you think the bar should be aware of? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE 
 
Q.  In your view, what is the purpose of a final pretrial conference? 
 
A. 
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Q.  Do you have a specific format for pretrial statements? If so, please provide a copy. 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What steps do you take, if any, before the final pretrial conference to encourage settlement of 

the case? Do you require mediation? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JURY TRIAL PRACTICE 
 
Jury Selection: 
Q.  How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires? 
 
A. 
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Q.  What is your due date for proposed jury questionnaires?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What do you prefer in regard to the length of the jury questionnaire? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requested Jury Instructions: 
Q.  When do you require requested jury instructions to be submitted? 
 
A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What form do you prefer requested jury instructions to take (e.g. do you prefer jury instructions 

accompanied by supporting cases, etc.)?  
 
A. 
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Q.  What is your view of the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you have a set of stock jury instructions that you use? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you prefer to receive an electronic copy of requested jury instructions? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trial Procedures: 
Q.  What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g. 9 to 5 with an hour for lunch, 8 to 2 with no lunch, 

etc.)? 
 
A. 
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Q.  What are your preferences with respect to motions in limine and other trial related motions? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? Do you allow/require the use of exhibit 

notebooks for the court and jurors? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you find the use of computer‐assisted presentations (e.g. PowerPoint) effective and/or 

useful? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you permit “speaking objections” in jury trials? 
 
A. 
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BENCH TRIAL PRACTICE 
 
Q.  What are the major differences in procedures in your courtroom between bench trials and jury 

trials? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you appreciate or require trial briefs or proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law from 

counsel? Do you prefer proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law be submitted before or 
after trial or both? 

 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THOUGHTS ON EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY 
 
Q.  What makes an effective advocate in jury arguments?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What makes an effective advocate in bench arguments?  
 
A. 
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Q.  What are the most common mistakes made in argument? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are some techniques that do, or do not, work effectively in the examination of witnesses? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CRIMINAL MATTERS 
 
Q.  How do you handle requests for continuance on pretrials, arraignments and trials? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  When may the issue of bail best be addressed in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What information do you want from counsel at the time of sentencing? 
 
A. 
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Q.  Are private pre‐sentence evaluations useful or encouraged? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you have any standard sentences the bar should be advised about (i.e. DUI sentencings, 

acceptance of alcohol‐related reckless)? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ISSUES FOR DOMESTIC CASES 
 
Q.  Are there any special issues that arise in your courtroom in domestic cases of which you would 

like the bar to be aware? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What do you want to have on temporary order issues? 
 
A. 
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Q.  Do you have a policy on child interviews with respect to custody? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  When do you require guardians ad litem? What do you expect from a guardian ad litem?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCOVERY PRACTICES 
 
Q.  What is your approach to resolving discovery disputes? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are your thoughts on imposing sanctions for discovery abuses? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Are you generally available to solve problems that arise during a deposition? 
 
A. 
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THOUGHTS ON COURTROOM PROTOCOL 
 
Q.  Is lack of civility a recurring problem in your courtroom? What steps do you take to improve 

civility in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What do you expect of lawyers (and their staff) in your courtroom? Clients? Witnesses? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you impose any limitations on courtroom movement (approaching witness, podium, etc.)? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What kind of lawyer conduct is unacceptable to you in your courtroom?  
 
A. 
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OTHER MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 
 
Q.  What are your opinions regarding courtroom dress? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.   Do you allow children in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you allow cell phones in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
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CLERK’S/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT’S COMMENTS 
 
Q.  What do you expect of attorneys in their dealings with you?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What do you expect of attorneys in regarding to scheduling hearings?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What is your protocol for scheduling hearings?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What can attorneys do to improve communications with you?  
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What would you like attorneys to keep in mind?  
 
A. 
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Q.  What size paper does your judge prefer or require for pleadings and briefs?  
 
A. 
 
 
 


	Text1: Peter G. Arnold
	Text2:  District
	Text3: First Judicial District
	Text4: They are set periodically by my Judicial assistant.  I conduct the conferences.  I encourage the attorneys to participate by phone.  The attorneys are responsible for setting up the calls. We have enough lines to allow three attorneys to call in or in the alternative they may contact each other and then call in on one line.
	Text5: I expect a report on the status of the case including discovery.  I expect them to be prepared to commit to deadlines for the completion of discovery, the filing of dispositive motions, pre-trial conference dates and trial dates.  I also expect honest assessments of the likelihood of settlement and the willingness to participate in mediation. 
	Text6: Rarely but sometimes a second scheduling conference may be necessary when additional parties are joined.
	Text7: No
	Text8: I have a standard form I use.
	Text9: I expect attorneys to be familiar with the local rules, proper attire, punctuality, standing when addressing the court and civility between the lawyers and while addressing witnesses and parties.  
	Text10: I find it helpful if lawyers actually engage in meaningful communication before coming into court.  I find it helpful if attorneys attempt to resolve pre-trial disputes before resorting to seeking resolution from the court.  It is also helpful if attorneys will prepare drafts of orders they would like me to sign.  
	Text11: They are late, unprepared, and fail to attempt to resolve disputes by open and candid communication between themselves prior to appearing in court.
	Text12: Yes.  In addition it is imperative that attorneys or their staff deliver a copy of the motion and order to my chambers on the date the motion is filed.  Our clerks of court do not automatically deliver a motion to my chambers so if I do not receive a copy of the motion and order, I do not know that an attorney has asked for a hearing.
	Text13: Yes.  Courtesy copies delivered to my chambers on the date of filing allow me to be prepared for the hearing.   Receiving the brief a week before the hearing is helpful.
	Text14: We schedule them automatically as soon as we know of the desire to have a hearing. It is helpful if the attorney calls my assistant to discuss the length of the hearing and the need for an expedited hearing.
	Text15: Very rarely do I decline a request for an oral argument, although I may do so if we are running out of time.  I routinely decline oral arguments when previously sentenced defendants are requesting a sentence reduction. 
	Text16: No, unless the cases are from another jurisdiction.
	Text17: I much prefer to have the parties/attorneys confer with each other in an attempt to reach a stipulated restraining order but understand that is not always possible.  
	Text18: To insure the parties are ready for trial and to finalize and fine tune the legal issues in dispute.  To resolve any last minute disputes regarding admissibility of exhibits and to extract from the litigants a stipulation as to the admissibility of all exhibits.
	Text19: Copy of the order setting scheduling conference to be emailed with this report.
	Text20: At the scheduling conference I always inquire about mediation.  I will rarely require mediation unless all parties agree that mediation may be fruitful. 
	Text21: By the attorneys under my supervision and control.  I specifically instruct the attorneys to refrain from improper questions during voir dire. 
	Text22: Jury questionnaires are always dispatched by the clerk of court to the jury panel and responses to those questionnaires are available to the litigants prior to trial.  I have not yet allowed questionnaires to be submitted by the litigants.  
	Text23: N/A
	Text24: N/A
	Text25: I require them to be submitted with the final pretrial memorandum.
	Text26: I require hard copy and electronic copies of the instructions.  I will accept instructions accompanied by supporting case law.
	Text27: I rely on them extensively, particularly in criminal cases.
	Text28: No.
	Text29: I much prefer electronic copies and require submission electronically in my final pretrial order.
	Text30: My preferred trial schedule begins on Tuesdays as Mondays are reserved for juvenile and adult criminal matters.  The schedule is from 9 to 5 with 90 minutes for lunch.  We ordinarily take mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks of 10-15 minutes. 
	Text31: The sooner the better and must be in writing.
	Text32: I instruct the attorneys to take into account the schedules and lives of the witnesses and ask them to stagger witnesses rather than requiring all of them to show up at the same time.
	Text33: I prefer notebooks for the court at the beginning of the trial and allow notebooks for the jury to be distributed immediately prior to deliberation as I think it tends to distract the jurors if they receive them any earlier. 
	Text34: I find them useful and effective.
	Text35: No
	Text36: There are very few differences in procedures, although matters progress more quickly and efficiently with bench trials. 
	Text37: I appreciate trial briefs but rarely require them.  Post-trial proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law can be helpful in complicated cases but in most cases the procedure for submitting proposed findings and conclusions delays the issuance of an opinion letter or order.  
	Text38: Common sense.  All too often counsel fail to appreciate the concept that jurors are astute, honest and able to grasp subtle issues.  
	Text39: Candor and brevity.

	Text40: Attacking opposing counsel.  Misstating the facts. Failing to understand the law and how cases apply to the issues at hand.
	Text41: Never ask a leading question, even if you are cross-examining the witness.  Leading questions demonstrate what the attorney knows about the case. I want to know what the witness knows about the case. 
	Text42: I routinely grant such requests unless the opposition has a legitimate reason to oppose the motion.  Most of the time I consider the motion without a hearing.  If the case has been on the docket for an extended period of time I insure the defendant is aware of his or her right to a speedy trial and place his or her acquiescence  to the motion on the record. 
	Text43: I entertain requests for modification of bail immediately after arraignment at the request of the defendant. 
	Text44: If the parties have entered into a plea agreement, I expect little from the State.  I carefully review the pre-sentence reports and I expect the defense to provide me with information that is not contained in the PSR or to emphasize information from the PSR which they think I may find pertinent.  If there is no plea agreement, I expect each side to candidly express their opinion as to an appropriate sentence and explain why that sentence is appropriate.  
	Text45: No
	Text46: No, I attempt to arrive at an appropriate sentence depending on the unique circumstances of each case.
	Text47: In domestic relations cases involving children, I believe counsel have an obligation not only to represent their clients with zeal during the judicial process but equally importantly I believe counsel have an obligation to remember that the clients will have to maintain a relationship after the case is over.  Too often I see counsel who attack without pity or compassion and fail to understand that the target of their attack will very likely hold that strategy against the other parent after the case is over. 
	Text48: I expect the motions to be made in good faith. I expect counsel to confer with opposing counsel prior to filing the motion to determine whether a stipulated order is possible.  I expect counsel to deliver copies of the motion and supporting documents to my office when the motion is filed.   I expect counsel to confer with each other after the motion is filed but before the hearing to determine whether a stipulated order is possible. 


	Text49: I will occasionally interview children in my office outside of the presence of counsel and their clients.  I attempt to dissuade counsel from calling children as witnesses.
	Text50: I very rarely require a GAL without a request.  I will routinely appoint a GAL at the request of one of the parties.  I will require the requesting party to pay the GAL retainer and reserve the determination of allocation of that fee for the end of the proceeding.  I expect the GAL to interview the children, the parents, to visit the home of each parent and to represent the children. 
	Text51: I expect experienced attorneys to resolve their own disputes, however if they are unable to do so after a good faith attempt to do so, I will conduct the hearing and be willing to award attorneys fees if appropriate. 

	Text52: I am willing to impose sanctions either against the recalcitrant client or the non-performing lawyer. 
	Text53: Yes.
	Text54: The lack of civility is limited to a very few lawyers and overall, I do not consider it a problem.  When counsel are acting inappropriately, I have taken a break and talk with counsel in my chambers to suggest to them that they are doing our profession a disservice by failing to conduct themselves properly. 
	Text55: From lawyers, I expect preparation, civility, punctuality, proper dress, flexibility, candor and an understanding of the rules of evidence.  From clients I expect honesty and compassion.  From witnesses I expect honesty, candor, composure, and patience.
	Text56: I expect counsel to ask permission to approach a witness.  I expect counsel to stand when addressing the Court or a witness.  I expect counsel to examine witnesses from behind the lectern. 
	Text57: Lack of preparation, failure to confer with opposing counsel, failure to be on time, failure to take into account the impact strategy has on the litigants after the litigation is complete, insulting comments to or about opposing counsel.  A demonstrated willingness to skirt the edge of my rulings on objections.
	Text58: Proper attire in the courtroom demonstrates respect for the judicial system.
	Text59: Yes.
	Text60: I allow lawyers to have their cell phones with them.  Observers in the gallery are not allowed to have cell phones. I expect all cell phones to be set in silent mode.  I expect lawyers to refrain from texting during cases.
	Text61: I talk with lawyers who are routinely late.  If they fail to respond, I begin the case without them. 
	Text62: I expect them to be professional, polite, respectful of the Court, on time, and to have all information regarding their case available - and that includes the docket number.  I expect them to have talked with opposing counsel prior to calling me.  I also expect them to be timely in their communication, especially relating to continuances, settlements, and potential conflicts.  They are also expected to provide orders and settings in a timely fashion.  I should be notified as soon as a case has settled or a continuance is being requested so that time can be utilized for another case and so the judge knows before he spends his time reviewing the entire file.  Attorneys are expected to follow through.  If an attorney says they’re going to provide an order or document, they shouldn’t have to be asked for it again.  Nor should it take more than a couple days to receive it.    Communication is key!
	Text63: I expect attorneys to know what a valuable commodity the Court’s time is, and for them to request it wisely. They should know what statutory time-frames are required when requesting hearings, a rough idea of how much time will be necessary for the hearing – and they should tell me or put the time they believe is needed in a request for setting, in a motion, or in the body of the order, and submit the order promptly.  Sometimes an attorney will ask for the least amount of time so they can get a quicker setting.  It’s frustrating when an attorney is in a rush to get a hearing set on a stale pleading and request that it be set ASAP.  It is also frustrating to get the order setting without the motion or request. 
	Text64: Attorneys must submit an order or notice setting hearing with the date and time left blank, with either a motion or a request for hearing that indicates the time needed for the hearing, and any other information the attorney feels is relevant to the specific setting, such as emergency, date motion filed/response due, experts needed, need before trial (and include date of trial) etc.  They must submit the paperwork through the Clerk’s office so we have the necessary documents in the Court file.  This District does not call to coordinate schedules with attorneys prior to setting dates for hearings.  Hearings are set based on the Court’s availability. 
	Text65: Timeliness.  Motions to continue hearings shortly before they are set without contacting opposing counsel for their position is problematic unless it involves an accident, death, or sudden illness.  Let the Court/Judicial Assistant (JA) know as soon as a case has settled or if it is going to be continued so that another case can be scheduled.  If you are having a specific problem pick up the phone, a JA is more than happy to answer any procedural questions you may have.
	Text66: I think most attorneys realize that the Court will work with them when possible.  I especially like the phone calls of a potential scheduling conflict a couple months away, “just in case”.  That allows me to prepare for it in advance.

 Some attorneys also need reminded that theirs is not the only case before the Court, be patient, we’ll get to you as soon as possible.  There is only so much time available, but we try to do everything possible to get each case heard in a timely fashion.

	Text67: My judge recognizes that Uniform Rule 403 of the District Courts is interpreted to mean that all pleadings, other than briefs and jury instructions, shall be on legal paper.


