
* If you are requesting a change to ACTIVE status, please enclose the following:

Request for Status Change

Name  ______________________________________________

Attorney Number ______________________________________

Firm  _______________________________________________

Street Address ________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________

Fax ________________________________________________  

E-mail  ______________________________________________  

P.O. Box 109, Cheyenne, WY  82003       (307) 632-9061       Fax: (307) 632-3737• •

Signature ________________________________  Date _________________________  

Please change my status to:

Active *

Inactive **

Retired

Incapacitated

Please see Article 1, Section 3 of the Bylaws of the 
Wyoming State Bar on the next page for a complete 
description of membership status and the require-
ments thereof.

** Those requesting a status change from Active to 
Inactive need to be particularly familiar with Article 
I, Section 3(a)(2)(vi) of the Bylaws of the Wyoming 
State Bar. 

Please print or type

� $117.50
 This amount is the difference between Active and Inactive license fees.

� Certification of Completion of Continuing Legal Education
 Attorneys must provide proof of completion of 15 hours, including 1 hour of ethics, during the  
 12 months immediately preceding the request for status change.

� Verification of Active Law Practice
 To return to Active status, an Inactive member must provide written verification that he/ 
 she actively practiced law in Wyoming or another jurisdiction five (5) of the immediately 
 preceding seven (7) years.

I certify that I have read the ByLaws and clearly understand all aspects of my 
request for a status change.



Article 1, Section 3.  Classes of Membership

(a) The members of the State Bar shall be identified from only one of 
the following six (6) statuses: 

 (1)  Active: 
(i)  Any person licensed to practice law in the State of 

Wyoming and not suspended or disbarred or in any of the 
other five statuses described below.  

(ii)  Pays the annual license fee pursuant to Section 4, Bylaws 
of the Wyoming State Bar.  

(iii) Completes CLE as required by Rule 4 of the Rules for 
Continuing Legal Education of Members of the Wyoming 
State Bar.  

 
 (2)  Inactive: 

 (i)  Does not actively practice, as defined by Rule 303 of the 
Rules and Procedures Governing the Admission to the Prac-
tice of Law.  

 (ii)  Pays a reduced license fee pursuant to Section 4 of the 
Bylaws of the Wyoming State Bar.  

 (iii) Is not required to complete any CLE.  
 (iv) Files with the Executive Director of the State Bar a writ-

ten request to be placed on inactive status.  
(v)  Except as provided in subsection 2(vi) below, in order to 

return to active status, must: (1) within 36 months of be-
ing placed on inactive status, file a written request with 
the Executive Director to be placed on active status, and 
(2) satisfy the requirements of an active member for the 
calendar year in which the request is made. If an inactive 
member fails to return to active status as previously 
provided, that member may only return to active status 
through admission by examination to the Wyoming State 
Bar in accordance with Sections II and IV of the Rules 
and Procedures Governing Admission to the Practice of Law.  

(vi)  May continue on inactive status indefinitely as long as 
the member continues to actively practice law as defined 
by Rule 303, Rules and Procedures Governing Admission 
to the Practice of Law, in some other jurisdiction. If such 
member wants to transfer to active status in Wyoming, 
the member must file a written request with the Execu-
tive Director and certify that the member has continued 
to practice in some other jurisdiction since taking inac-
tive status and provide the affidavit prescribed by the 
Wyoming State Bar to support such request. In the event 
that a member on inactive status under this subsection 
is no longer engaged in the active practice of law in any 
jurisdiction, the member shall only return to active status 
by meeting the requirements of Section 3(a)(2)(v).  

  (3)  Honorary: 
 (i)  Is a current Wyoming Supreme Court justice, district 

court judge, circuit court judge, full-time federal mag-
istrate, judge of the United States District Court for the 
District of Wyoming, or any other federal judge residing 
in Wyoming.  

 (ii)  Is not required to pay a license fee.  

 (iii) Is not required to complete any CLE required by the Rules 
for Continuing Legal Education of Members of the Wyo-
ming State Bar.  

 (iv) To return to active status must: (1) within 36 months 
of being removed from honorary status, file a written 
request with the Executive Director to be placed on ac-
tive status, and (2) satisfy the requirements of an active 
member for the calendar year in which the request is 
made. If an honorary member fails to return to active 
status as previously provided, that member may only 
return to active status through admission by examination 
to the Wyoming State Bar in accordance with Sections II 
and IV of the Rules and Procedures Governing Admission 
to the Practice of Law.  

 
 (4)  Honorary Retired: 

(i)  Is a retired Wyoming Supreme Court justice, district 
court judge, circuit court judge, full-time federal mag-
istrate, judge of the United States District Court for the 
District of Wyoming, or any other federal judge residing 
in Wyoming.  

(ii)  Has not resumed the active practice of law within 36 
consecutive months of retiring from the judiciary.  

(iii) Is not required to pay a license fee.  
(iv) Is not required to complete any CLE.  
(v)  To return to active status must (1) within 36 months of 

being placed on honorary retired status, file a written 
request with the Executive Director to be placed on ac-
tive status, and (2) satisfy the requirements of an active 
member for the calendar year in which the request is 
made. If an honorary retired member fails to return 
to active status as previously provided, that member 
may only return to active status through admission by 
examination to the Wyoming State Bar in accordance with 
Sections II and IV of the Rules and Procedures Governing 
Admission to the Practice of Law.  

 
 (5)  Retired: 

(i)  Is not engaged in the active practice of law.  
(ii)  Is not required to pay a license fee.  
(iii)  Is not required to complete any CLE.  
(iv)  Files with the Executive Director a written request to be 

placed on retired status.  
(v)  Had been an active member of the Wyoming State Bar 

for a minimum of ten (10) of the fifteen (15) years imme-
diately prior to requesting retired status.  

(vi)  To return to active status must (1) within 36 months of 
being placed on retired status, file a written request with 
the Executive Director to be placed on active status, and 
(2) satisfy the requirements of an active member for the 
calendar year in which the request is made. If a retired 
member fails to return to active status as previously 
provided, that member may only return to active status 
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through admission by examination to the Wyoming State 
Bar in accordance with Sections II and IV of the Rules 
and Procedures Governing Admission to the Practice of Law.  

 
 (6) Incapacitated: 

(i)  Has been determined to be incapacitated from the practice 
of law pursuant to Section 3(b) or 3(c) below.  

(ii)  Pays the same amount of annual dues as inactive members.  
(iii) Is not required to complete any CLE.  
(iv) Must seek admission to active status in the Wyoming State 

Bar pursuant to Section 3(h) below within 36 consecutive 
months of being placed on incapacitated status, or said 
attorney’s membership will be terminated.  

 
 (b)  Any State Bar member claiming that he or she should be trans-

ferred to incapacitated status shall file a petition so requesting 
with the Board of Professional Responsibility with a copy served 
on Bar Counsel. The petition should include all pertinent informa-
tion, documentation and evidence which supports the member’s 
request and a certification by the member that there are no 
disciplinary investigations or matters pending against him or her. 
Within fifteen (15) days of service of the petition, Bar Counsel 
shall file a response with the Board of Professional Responsibility, 
certifying that there are no disciplinary investigations or matters 
pending against the member and may file any other response to 
the petition. A copy of the response shall be served on the mem-
ber. Thereafter, all proceedings and any hearing will be conducted 
in the same manner as disciplinary proceedings under the proce-
dural rules of the Disciplinary Code.  

(c)  Upon receipt of information from any source presenting prima 
facie evidence that an active member of the State Bar is incapable 
of continuing the practice of law by reason of mental, physical 
or emotional infirmity or illness, including substance abuse and 
dementia, Bar Counsel may initiate an investigation of the matter. 
Such investigation may include requiring the member to furnish 
written authorizations for medical, psychological, or psychiatric 
records as may be relevant to the investigation and to submit to 
an examination by qualified medical experts. If the member re-
fuses to furnish such authorizations, such refusal shall be grounds 
for Bar Counsel to file and the Court to grant a petition for interim 
suspension pursuant to Section 17 of the Disciplinary Code. 
(1)  If, after such investigation, Bar Counsel determines that 

there is clear and convincing evidence that the attorney is 
incapacitated as provided by this rule, then Bar Counsel shall 
prepare a petition seeking incapacitated status. Thereafter, 
all proceedings and any hearing will be conducted in the 
same manner as disciplinary proceedings under the proce-
dural rules of the Disciplinary Code.  

(2)  Proceedings under this Section are not disciplinary proceedings.  
 
(d)  All attorneys and courts have an affirmative duty to notify Bar 

Counsel of his/her knowledge that an active member has been (1) 
judicially or medically declared to be incapable of managing his 
or her affairs, (2) committed involuntarily to a medical facility for 
drug dependency, mental illness, or substance abuse, (3) found 
not guilty by reason of mental infirmity, illness or deficiency in a 

criminal proceeding, (4) found incapable of assisting in his or her 
own defense in a criminal action, (5) has had a guardian (but not 
a limited guardian) appointed for his or her person or estate on a 
finding of incompetence, or (6) found to be mentally incapable of 
conducting the practice of law in another jurisdiction.  

(e)  No pending disciplinary proceeding against an attorney shall be 
stayed when the attorney is placed on incapacitated status unless 
the BPR or the Court, upon motion, additionally finds that attorney 
is incapable of assisting counsel in his or her own defense in such 
proceeding.  

(f)  If, during the course of a disciplinary proceeding, the respondent 
contends that he or she is incapacitated by reason of mental, 
physical or emotional infirmity or illness, including substance 
abuse or dementia, which makes it impossible for the respondent 
to adequately defend himself or herself, the Court, upon peti-
tion from the BPR, shall enter an order immediately suspending 
respondent’s license to practice law until a determination is made 
on the respondent’s incapacitation.  

(g)  An attorney placed on incapacitated status shall not engage in the 
practice of law until reinstated to active status in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 3(h) below. Such attorney must comply 
with the duties of disbarred or suspended attorneys as set forth 
in Section 22 of the Disciplinary Code. 

 
(h)  An attorney placed on incapacitated status under the provisions of 

this rule shall be entitled to apply for reinstatement no more often 
than once in any twelve month period, or at such shorter inter-
vals as the Court may direct in the order placing the attorney on 
incapacitated status. A five-hundred dollar ($500.00) fee payable 
to the Wyoming State Bar shall accompany any reinstatement 
application. Thereafter, all proceedings and any hearing will be 
conducted pursuant to Section 24 of the Disciplinary Code. 
(1)  The filing of an application for reinstatement by an attorney 

placed on incapacitated status shall be deemed to constitute 
a waiver of any privilege with respect to any health care 
treatment of the attorney during the period of incapacity. The 
attorney shall be required to disclose the name and address 
of every psychiatrist, psychologist, physician, or other health 
care professional, and any hospital or other health care facil-
ity or provider by whom or in which the attorney has been ex-
amined or treated since the transfer to incapacitated status. 
The attorney shall execute and deliver to Bar Counsel a writ-
ten authorization waiving all applicable physical and mental 
health care privileges, and giving Bar Counsel unrestricted 
access to all psychiatric, psychological, medical, hospital, and 
other health care information concerning the attorney.  

(2)  The burden of proof in any reinstatement proceeding shall 
be on the attorney to prove by clear and convincing evidence 
that the attorney’s incapacitation has been removed and that 
the attorney is fit to resume the practice of law.  

(3)  In its discretion, the Court may direct that the attorney shall 
pay the expense of any examination, investigation or hearing, 
together with costs. 

 



Certification of Completion of Continuing Legal EducationCertification of Completion of Continuing Legal EducationCertification of Completion of Continuing Legal EducationCertification of Completion of Continuing Legal EducationCertification of Completion of Continuing Legal Education

An “hour” of CLE shall mean 60 minutes spent in actual attendance at or completion of a course.  Credit will be given to the nearest
quarter of an hour.  Attorneys who lecture in an accredited CLE program shall receive credit for three hours for each hour spent
lecturing.

A CLE activity consisting of lecture style instruction qualifies for accreditation if it constitutes an organized program of learning which
contributes directly to the professional competency of an attorney; it pertains to legal subjects or other subject matters which inte-
grally relate to the practice of law; it purpose is the education of attorneys, even though it may also be directed to the education of
other professionals; it is conducted or taught by attorneys, although it may also be conducted or taught in party by individuals who have
special education, training and experience by reason or which said individuals should be considered experts concerning the subject
matter of the program, and; the activity should be accompanied by a paper, manual or written outline which  substantively pertains to
the subject matter of the program.  No activity will be accredited which involves a “for profit” activity such as authoring a book for a fee
or commission or teaching a course for which payment of other than expenses is received.

Signature _______________________________ Date _________________________

In compliance with Article 1, Section 3 of the Bylaws of the Wyoming State Bar, I,
hereby certify that I have completed the approvable course work in Continuing Legal Education listed below, totaling 15 hours during
the 12 months immediately preceding my request for status change.  I have attached outlines for each course with actual program
times and titles.

(Return this form with your Request for Status Change form.)

Seminar NameSeminar NameSeminar NameSeminar NameSeminar Name Sponsor NameSponsor NameSponsor NameSponsor NameSponsor Name Seminar DateSeminar DateSeminar DateSeminar DateSeminar Date AttendedAttendedAttendedAttendedAttended PresentedPresentedPresentedPresentedPresented HoursHoursHoursHoursHours
of Creditof Creditof Creditof Creditof Credit(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)(X)
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