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SCHEDULING CONFERENCES
Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

How are scheduling conferences set and used in your court? Are they conducted by you? When
done by telephone, are the attorneys responsible for setting up a conference call or does your
office have enough lines to allow attorneys to call in? If yes, how many lines are available?
At the present time, scheduling conferences are set upon the request of one of the parties. Generally, counsel may
appear via the telephone for these conferences and prior arrangements do not need to be made as multiple lines are
available. Presently, these hearings are conducted by the Judicial Assistant.

What do you expect from the attorney(s) at the scheduling conference?
Attorneys should be prepared to provide the Court with an estimate as to how much time will be needed to complete
discovery. Additionally, they should be prepared to advise the Court if there are any special issues associated with their
case. Finally, they should have access to their calendars and be prepared to provide an estimate to the Court as to how
much time they will need for the trial and how soon they can be prepared for that trial.

Do you use multiple scheduling conferences? Why?
Generally, no. One conference is typically held, deadlines and dates are established and there is no need for additional
conferences.
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Do you use court‐directed discovery conferences?
Only in the most complex cases, where it is necessary for the Court to supervise the process.

What are your preferences regarding scheduling/discovery conference orders? Do you require
that specific things be included in such orders?
The Court generally issues its own scheduling orders which will establish time lines for discovery, disclosure of expert
witnesses, dispositive motion cutoff dates, pretrial memorandum filing dates and trial dates.

PROTOCOL
Q.

What are your thoughts on courtroom protocol?

A.

Attorneys should stand when addressing the Court and should direct their comments to the Court, not opposing counsel
or a party. Attorneys and parties will be expected to be dressed appropriately. During bench trials, it is generally not
necessary to request permission to approach the bench or a witness. Those requests should be made during jury trials.

Q.

What things do lawyers do that are particularly helpful?

A.

Attorneys who can provide the Court with authority for the relief that they are seeking and submit information of this
nature prior to the hearing, are particularly helpful in assisting the Court in issuing timely decisions. Additionally, if
counsel are seeking to have particular findings and conclusions reached by the Court, it is helpful that information be
submitted prior to the hearing as well.
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Q.

What things do lawyers do that are not helpful?

A.

Attorneys that do not receive adverse rulings stoically and also attorneys who do not have a good understanding of the
rules of evidence. Finally, attorneys who choose to ignore disclosure orders are refusing to provide helpful information
to the Court.

MOTIONS PRACTICE
Q.
A.

Do you require that submitted motions include a proposed order?
Generally, yes.

Q.

Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to your chambers prior to hearing
on a motion? If so, how early would you like them?

A.

Yes, if briefs can be submitted three days before the hearing it will be of the greatest assistance to the Court.
Additionally, if these items can be submitted electronically that is helpful.

Q.

Do you schedule hearings on motions automatically upon receiving a request for setting, or do
you prefer or require that counsel call to schedule hearings?

A.

Generally, the Judicial Assistant will contact counsel following the receipt of a request for a setting.
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Q.

Under what circumstances do you decline to grant a request for oral argument?

A.

In cases where the case law is clear and the facts are not in dispute, I find little need for oral argument. Generally, these
requests will be granted.

Q.

Do you prefer that counsel provide copies of the relevant cases prior to a hearing?

A.

Yes, this practice is very helpful.

Q.

Is there anything about the way you handle requests for temporary restraining orders and
preliminary injunctions that you think the bar should be aware of?

A.

Requests for temporary mutual restraining orders will typically be granted without hearing. Requests for temporary
custody and support are generally resolved following a one hour hearing, each counsel being provided 30 minutes for
brief testimony to support their position.

FINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE
Q.

In your view, what is the purpose of a final pretrial conference?

A.

To resolve in remaining legal issues before the trial, confirm that all discovery disputes and issues are settled and finalize
as much of the trial preparation as can be done at the time.
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Do you have a specific format for pretrial statements? If so, please provide a copy.
No.

What steps do you take, if any, before the final pretrial conference to encourage settlement of
the case? Do you require mediation?
Mediation will not be required and no steps are taken to encourage settlement at the final pretrial conference.

JURY TRIAL PRACTICE
Jury Selection:
Q.
How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom?
A.

Voir dire is conducted by the attorneys and actively supervised by the Court. Counsel is encouraged to ask as many of the
questions to the entire panel as possible. Generally, there is no preset limit on the length of voir dire.

Q.

Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires?

A.

In more complex cases these are allowed.
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Q.
A.

What is your due date for proposed jury questionnaires?
At least 60 days before the trial.

Q.

What do you prefer in regard to the length of the jury questionnaire?

A.

Not greater than five pages.

Requested Jury Instructions:
Q.
When do you require requested jury instructions to be submitted?
A.

Q.

A.

Jury instructions are generally due five days before the pretrial conference.

What form do you prefer requested jury instructions to take (e.g. do you prefer jury instructions
accompanied by supporting cases, etc.)?
Jury instructions should be transmitted electronically to the Court in Word format. The instructions should be sent in two
formats, one containing case authority citations and the other a clean set.
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Q.
A.

What is your view of the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions?
Generally, I find that they are useful and will typically utilize them.

Q.

Do you have a set of stock jury instructions that you use?

A.

Yes, there are several preliminary instructions that I have modified for use during jury selection and after the jury is
seated.

Q.

Do you prefer to receive an electronic copy of requested jury instructions?

A.

Yes.

Trial Procedures:
Q.
What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g. 9 to 5 with an hour for lunch, 8 to 2 with no lunch,
etc.)?
A.

Trials generally begin at 8:30 and will conclude at 5. There is typically a fifteen minute break mid morning and mid
afternoon and at least one hour for lunch.
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Q.

What are your preferences with respect to motions in limine and other trial related motions?

A.

These matters, if they can be anticipated should be filed before the pretrial conference and counsel should be prepared
to address them at the pretrial conference.

Q.

What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling?

A.

Counsel should use their best efforts to utilize as much of each trial day as possible with witness testimony. As a result,
counsel should assume that the trial will move more quickly than it does and always have an extra witness in the event
that time is available.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? Do you allow/require the use of exhibit
notebooks for the court and jurors?
Note books are provided to jurors and if there are numerous trial exhibits it is helpful if they are prepared in notebooks
for the jurors and the Court.

Do you find the use of computer‐assisted presentations (e.g. PowerPoint) effective and/or
useful?
Yes.

Do you permit “speaking objections” in jury trials?
Yes.
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BENCH TRIAL PRACTICE
Q.

A.

Q.

A.

What are the major differences in procedures in your courtroom between bench trials and jury
trials?
There are no major differences in how these types of trials are conducted.

Do you appreciate or require trial briefs or proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law from
counsel? Do you prefer proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law be submitted before or
after trial or both?
Yes, this information is helpful to the Court and will generally be reviewed prior to the trial to allow the Court to be as
well informed as possible.

THOUGHTS ON EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY
Q.
A.

What makes an effective advocate in jury arguments?
A fluent and well prepared attorney appears to be the most effective advocate.

Q.

What makes an effective advocate in bench arguments?

A.

An attorney who is well prepared and has reviewed and can direct the Court to the appropriate authority for his/her
position, whether that be statutory or case law authority.
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Q.

What are the most common mistakes made in argument?

A.

The most common mistake I observe is an attorney who is not prepared and who does not have a complete
understanding of his/her case.

Q.

What are some techniques that do, or do not, work effectively in the examination of witnesses?

A.

I have not formulated an opinion in this area.

CRIMINAL MATTERS
Q.
A.

Q.
A.

How do you handle requests for continuance on pretrials, arraignments and trials?
Counsel may submit unilateral or joint requests to continue these matters and the Court will consider them. Counsel is
not permitted to stipulate to a continuance of any of these hearings. Typically if a unilateral request is made, the Court
will request input from the other party, typically a written response will be requested and often the decision about the
continuance will be made without a hearing.

When may the issue of bail best be addressed in your courtroom?
At any time, counsel may bring it to the Court's attention.

Q.

What information do you want from counsel at the time of sentencing?

A.

Anything that counsel believes will aid the Court in its sentencing decision will be accepted. Also, input on restitution and
if it is agreed to by the parties is helpful.
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Q.

Are private pre‐sentence evaluations useful or encouraged?
No.

A.

Q.

A.

Do you have any standard sentences the bar should be advised about (i.e. DUI sentencings,
acceptance of alcohol‐related reckless)?
No.

SPECIAL ISSUES FOR DOMESTIC CASES
Q.

A.

Are there any special issues that arise in your courtroom in domestic cases of which you would
like the bar to be aware?
No.

Q.

What do you want to have on temporary order issues?

A.

Counsel should be prepared to offer approximately 30 minutes of testimony to support their position on the temporary
orders. Proffers will not be accepted by the Court.
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Q.
A.

Do you have a policy on child interviews with respect to custody?
No.

Q.

When do you require guardians ad litem? What do you expect from a guardian ad litem?

A.

When the parties request that the Court appoint one, these will generally be appointed. I expect that a GAL will take an
active role in representing the interests of the child(ren).

DISCOVERY PRACTICES
Q.

What is your approach to resolving discovery disputes?

A.

A brief hearing will be conducted following receipt of a motion to compel or a motion for sanctions. Based upon the
information received in that hearing, the Court will issue orders to resolve the dispute. Typically the prevailing party will
receive an order for reasonable attorney's fees also.

Q.

What are your thoughts on imposing sanctions for discovery abuses?

A.

Q.

Sanctions are imposed as a last resort for the most severe discovery abuses.

Are you generally available to solve problems that arise during a deposition?
No.

A.
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THOUGHTS ON COURTROOM PROTOCOL
Q.

Is lack of civility a recurring problem in your courtroom? What steps do you take to improve
civility in your courtroom?
Generally, counsel have conformed their conduct appropriately and the Court has had to do little to improve it.

A.

Q.

What do you expect of lawyers (and their staff) in your courtroom? Clients? Witnesses?

A.

Staff are permitted to assist lawyers, however, that assistance should not be a distraction to the Court or a jury. If it is
necessary for staff to leave the courtroom during a proceeding, that should be done quietly. Clients and witnesses
should be encouraged to appear dressed appropriately and should also behave appropriately while in the courtroom,
whether that is while they are testifying or in the gallery.

Q.

Do you impose any limitations on courtroom movement (approaching witness, podium, etc.)?

A.

Q.
A.

No. Generally, permission should be requested and typically it is granted.

What kind of lawyer conduct is unacceptable to you in your courtroom?
Counsel should review and adhere to the Uniform Rules of District Court.
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OTHER MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
Q.
A.

Q.

What are your opinions regarding courtroom dress?
The Uniform Rules of District Court should be observed by counsel in this regard.

Do you allow children in your courtroom?
Yes, however, if they become a distraction they will be asked to leave.

A.

Q.

Do you allow cell phones in your courtroom?
Yes, but they must be on silent mode and should not be a distraction to the parties or the Court.

A.

Q.

What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom?

A.

Hearings will begin as close to their scheduled time as possible. If counsel is regularly late for hearings, the Court may
take remedial action to address it by way of a contempt citation.
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CLERK’S/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT’S COMMENTS
Q.

What do you expect of attorneys in their dealings with you?

A.

Communication with the Judicial Assistant should be handled in the same manner as with the Court.

Q.

What do you expect of attorneys in regarding to scheduling hearings?

A.

Submitting a request and a proposed order is helpful. Additionally, counsel should have ready access to their calendars
to facilitate prompt setting of the trial and other hearings.

Q.

What is your protocol for scheduling hearings?

A.

The Judicial Assistant will make every effort to coordinate settings with counsel.
It will be the practice of this office to conduct a scheduling conference upon the request of counsel within 60 - 90 days of
the filing of an answer. The scheduling conference will be conducted by the Judicial Assistant.

Q.

What can attorneys do to improve communications with you?

A.

When communicating by telephone, please state the case name, action number and the county in which the case is filed.
The Judge, Judicial Assistant and Law Clerk will request courtesy copies as needed. Additionally, if electronic information
is submitted, please include reference to the Judicial District, the Docket number and the case name in the subject line of
the email.

Q.

What would you like attorneys to keep in mind?

A.

Inform the Judicial Assistant of any settlements and requests for continuance as early as possible.
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Q.

What size paper does your judge prefer or require for pleadings and briefs?

A.

Both are acceptable.
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