Wyoming Judges’ Benchbook
Name: Thomas Campbell
Court: District Court
Judicial District:

First Judicial District 1A

SCHEDULING CONFERENCES
Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

How are scheduling conferences set and used in your court? Are they conducted by you? When
done by telephone, are the attorneys responsible for setting up a conference call or does your
office have enough lines to allow attorneys to call in? If yes, how many lines are available?
I conduct scheduling conferences which are set by a "general order". The intent is to get an idea of what the case is about
and make a rational determination about where it should or can be on the docket. [This procedure will be in place soon.]

What do you expect from the attorney(s) at the scheduling conference?
They should be ready to be realistic about their case and the time necessary for discovery, motions, and the time
necessary for trial.

Do you use multiple scheduling conferences? Why?
No
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Do you use court‐directed discovery conferences?
No

What are your preferences regarding scheduling/discovery conference orders? Do you require
that specific things be included in such orders?
None other than leaving pretrial conference date and trial dates to the Court to determine. Most often those dates will
be chosen after you have scheduled discovery, etc., though occasionally the Court will provide dates early on for the
parties to "work back" from in scheduling.

PROTOCOL
Q.

What are your thoughts on courtroom protocol?

A.

All lawyers behave in a manner consistent with the dignity they have grown up imagining a courtroom should have, and
of course obey the Uniform Rules for District Court. The more polite and appropriate the attorneys the greater chance
clients and the public will respect the rulings and the process overall. Just a thought.

Q.

What things do lawyers do that are particularly helpful?

A.

Always introduce yourself and others present with you when you begin. Check with the Court Reporter to insure the
spelling of you and your clients' names are known. If you have an extensive witness list or unique names they might be
provided to the Reporter prior to the hearing commencing.
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Q.

What things do lawyers do that are not helpful?

A.

Showing up unprepared for any hearing, however minor it may seem, is counter to the goals of litigation.

MOTIONS PRACTICE
Q.

Do you require that submitted motions include a proposed order?

A.

Unless it is a dispositive motion or one unlikely to to be addressed without a hearing, a proposed order should be
provided. [The Court file will not come to chambers without an order, so if you don't send an order or a "chambers
copy", the Court doesn't know your motion exists.]

Q.

Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to your chambers prior to hearing
on a motion? If so, how early would you like them?

A.

A "chambers copy" of briefs is useful for the court and the law clerks who might be assisting. Sharing those at the time
they are filed is appropriate.

Q.

Do you schedule hearings on motions automatically upon receiving a request for setting, or do
you prefer or require that counsel call to schedule hearings?

A.

If a request for setting sets out counsel's estimate of the time necessary, the matter will be set. It is advisable to get
opposing counsels agreement about the length of hearing requested if at all possible. [Please do not call.]
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Q.

Under what circumstances do you decline to grant a request for oral argument?

A.

I do not decline these requests, but do set a specific time limit on arguments.

Q.

Do you prefer that counsel provide copies of the relevant cases prior to a hearing?

A.

No.

Q.

Is there anything about the way you handle requests for temporary restraining orders and
preliminary injunctions that you think the bar should be aware of?

A.

No.

FINAL PRETRIAL CONFERENCE
Q.
A.

In your view, what is the purpose of a final pretrial conference?
This should be final in most every sense of the word. It is set so close to trial that counsel will largely be held to the
pre-trial order requirements. Counsel should be prepared to discuss jury selection, travel complications for witnesses,
and any other matter that prevents efficient use of the trial time scheduled.
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Do you have a specific format for pretrial statements? If so, please provide a copy.
No.

What steps do you take, if any, before the final pretrial conference to encourage settlement of
the case? Do you require mediation?
I require mediation in any domestic relations matter, whether it is original dissolution or a modification of a divorce
decree.

JURY TRIAL PRACTICE
Jury Selection:
Q.
How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom?
A.

The attorneys, of course, inquire of the panel for cause. The panel they face is a number equalling the total number of
peremptory challenges plus 6 or plus 12 as the case may dictate. Peremptory challenges may occur in court or in
chambers. That matter would be discussed at the Pre-trial Conference.

Q.

Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires?

A.

I would consider the use of a special questionnaire, but would require a motion with the proposed questionnaire
attached that sets out why the standard questionnaire use by the Clerk of Court or voir dire would be insufficient.
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Q.
A.

What is your due date for proposed jury questionnaires?
None until the request is heard.

Q.

What do you prefer in regard to the length of the jury questionnaire?

A.

It would be discussed at the hearing on the motion.

Requested Jury Instructions:
Q.
When do you require requested jury instructions to be submitted?
A.

Q.

A.

The pre-trial order requires some by pre-trial, and others would be ordered submitted after the pre-trial conference,
and that of course varies.

What form do you prefer requested jury instructions to take (e.g. do you prefer jury instructions
accompanied by supporting cases, etc.)?
Whenever they are submitted, they should have citation to authority on them, either by Pattern Jury Instruction number
or otherwise. "Clean Copies" should not be submitted in writing, but will, in the pre-trial order, be required to be
submitted electronically.
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Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

What is your view of the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions?
They are the first and best source for instructions.

Do you have a set of stock jury instructions that you use?
In cases where that is true, they are circulated at or before the Pre-trial conference by the court staff.

Do you prefer to receive an electronic copy of requested jury instructions?
That will be ordered at some point in your case.

Trial Procedures:
Q.
What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g. 9 to 5 with an hour for lunch, 8 to 2 with no lunch,
etc.)?
A.

Generally 9 to 5 the first day, and 8:30 to 5 after that, though the interests of the jury are paramount and I intend to be
flexible. [Lunch is either 1 or 1 1/2 hours, depending on the case.]
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Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

What are your preferences with respect to motions in limine and other trial related motions?
The pre-trial order sets a deadline.

What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling?
None.

What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? Do you allow/require the use of exhibit
notebooks for the court and jurors?
No preferences, but would allow it in a proper case.

Do you find the use of computer‐assisted presentations (e.g. PowerPoint) effective and/or
useful?
Only if the presenter knows what they are doing.

Do you permit “speaking objections” in jury trials?
No.
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BENCH TRIAL PRACTICE
Q.

A.

Q.

A.

What are the major differences in procedures in your courtroom between bench trials and jury
trials?
Nothing other than the obvious. I would likely work extended hours if there were not a jury.

Do you appreciate or require trial briefs or proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law from
counsel? Do you prefer proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law be submitted before or
after trial or both?
Depends on the case, does not happen often. I would ask or require findings, etc. in some but not all cases.

THOUGHTS ON EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY
Q.
A.

Q.
A.

What makes an effective advocate in jury arguments?
Concise and polite.

What makes an effective advocate in bench arguments?
Concise and polite.
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Q.
A.

Q.
A.

What are the most common mistakes made in argument?
Repetition of what is already before the court in writing.

What are some techniques that do, or do not, work effectively in the examination of witnesses?
Concise and polite works, rambling and rude does not.

CRIMINAL MATTERS
Q.

How do you handle requests for continuance on pretrials, arraignments and trials?

A.

Depending on the age of a case, matters other than trial are moved on the stipulated motion of counsel. Trials are
generally not moved without a hearing on the record with the defendant present.

Q.

When may the issue of bail best be addressed in your courtroom?

A.

Doesn't matter to me, raise it at any time.

Q.

What information do you want from counsel at the time of sentencing?

A.

With PSI's in most cases, I have lots of facts, but appreciate individualized argument about the justice of the agreement
proposed, or sentencing options on the table. Know the restitution if there is any, and never forget the victim.
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Q.

Are private pre‐sentence evaluations useful or encouraged?
No.

A.

Q.

A.

Do you have any standard sentences the bar should be advised about (i.e. DUI sentencings,
acceptance of alcohol‐related reckless)?
No.

SPECIAL ISSUES FOR DOMESTIC CASES
Q.

Are there any special issues that arise in your courtroom in domestic cases of which you would
like the bar to be aware?

A.

I have a preference for the use of a GAL in any custody matter. I will in most cases set child support at the first available
opportunity.

Q.

What do you want to have on temporary order issues?

A.

I do not intend to try the case twice. A short setting for argument only is set when temporary relief is sought, and if
possible in the interests of the parties and/or the children, some interim order may be entered. So be ready to lay out
why there is an emergency that can't wait for trial, or convince me a substantial evidentiary hearing is required short of
trial.
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Q.
A.

Do you have a policy on child interviews with respect to custody?
No policy, but will have to be convinced of the necessity of putting the child in the middle of litigation.

Q.

When do you require guardians ad litem? What do you expect from a guardian ad litem?

A.

Strong preference, yes, but not required in every case. I expect them to advocate and to the extent possible, assist in
avoiding trial. Order appointing GAL may include specific matters expected of GAL.

DISCOVERY PRACTICES
Q.
A.

What is your approach to resolving discovery disputes?
I set hearings if requested.

Q.

What are your thoughts on imposing sanctions for discovery abuses?

A.

I am willing, of course, depending on the case. I often reserve the imposition of sanctions until after trial to see how it all
transpired, what the harm/delay, etc. really resulted in, and of course the real costs.

Q.

Are you generally available to solve problems that arise during a deposition?
Yes.

A.
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THOUGHTS ON COURTROOM PROTOCOL
Q.

Is lack of civility a recurring problem in your courtroom? What steps do you take to improve
civility in your courtroom?
Rarely. I attempt to lead by example, hoping that if I am formal and polite, that counsel will get the hint.

A.

Q.

What do you expect of lawyers (and their staff) in your courtroom? Clients? Witnesses?
Polite, formal, and quiet.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Do you impose any limitations on courtroom movement (approaching witness, podium, etc.)?
I want counsel to use the podium unless they ask to approach, etc.

What kind of lawyer conduct is unacceptable to you in your courtroom?
Rude, informal, or noisy.
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OTHER MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
Q.

What are your opinions regarding courtroom dress?

A.

Lawyers should know, and should impart to their clients, how to dress commensurate with the formality of court
appearances. I have had few issues with this, usually a client who has no better clothes to wear.

Q.

Do you allow children in your courtroom?

A.

Not if they are the subject of discussion. I trust parents will consider the appropriateness of children being present in
any event.

Q.

Do you allow cell phones in your courtroom?

A.

Security allows lawyers but no one else to bring in a phone. Lawyers are allowed to have them in order to conduct
business related to court only, i.e. checking calendars, etc., but should not be using them for any other purpose. Ringers
must be off.

Q.

What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom?

A.

In a multiple judge district, we have a high level of understanding about possible conflicts getting from one court to
another. Still, if counsel are late, they should at least call the staff so we can perhaps hear matters out of order, etc.
Ideally counsel should notify the Court by phone when it first appears that they may be late. Failure to be on time could
result in rescheduling, or even contempt, though that has been very rare indeed.
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CLERK’S/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT’S COMMENTS
Q.

What do you expect of attorneys in their dealings with you?

A.

To have the necessary information regarding their case available; including the docket number, and if at all possible, they
should have talked with opposing counsel prior to calling. I appreciate prompt notice of settlement or conflicts in that
day's calendar, etc.

Q.

What do you expect of attorneys in regarding to scheduling hearings?

A.

They should tell me or put the time they believe is needed in a request for setting, in a motion, or in the body of the
order, and submit the order promptly.

Q.

What is your protocol for scheduling hearings?

A.

Q.
A.

Attorneys submit an order or notice setting hearing with the date and time left blank, with either a motion or a request
for hearing that indicates the time needed for the hearing, and any other information the attorney feels is relevant to the
specific setting, such as emergency, date motion filed/response due, experts need to attend, need before trial (and
include date of trial), etc. They should submit the paperwork through the Clerk’s office so we have the Court file, and
there is a record of an order being presented.

What can attorneys do to improve communications with you?
Be prompt in notifying me of changes, settlement, etc. I am happy to answer procedural questions.

Q.

What would you like attorneys to keep in mind?

A.

I think most attorneys realize that the Court will work with them when possible; an early phone call can make any
situation bearable for everyone. I especially like the phone calls of a potential conflict a couple months away, just “in
case”. That allows me to prepare for it in advance.
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Q.

What size paper does your judge prefer or require for pleadings and briefs?

A.

I apply Uniform Rule 403 of the District Courts, meaning that all pleadings, other than briefs and jury instructions, should
be on legal paper.
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