Wyoming Circuit Court Judges’ Benchbook
Name: Antoinette Williams Healy
Judicial District: First Judicial District
County of Circuit Court: Laramie County

GENERAL COURTROOM PRACTICE TIPS
Motions Practice
Q.

Do you require submitted motions include a proposed order?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to you prior to hearing a motion?

A.

Yes.

Scheduling Conferences
Q.

A.

Do you have scheduling conferences? If so, how are scheduling conferences set and used in your
court? Are they conducted by you? When done by telephone, are the attorneys responsible for
setting up a conference call or does your office have enough lines to allow attorneys to call in?
The Court conducts scheduling conferences in both civil and criminal matters. In reference to
criminal matters, the Court conducts weekly scheduling conferences on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
The parties are typically allowed two scheduling conferences before the matter is set for trial or
a change of plea. In civil matters the Court has a standard form where the Court will schedule
the trial, set a pretrial conference date, set a dispositive motions deadline, expert deadline, and
discovery limits and deadline. If an attorney is calling in for the hearing they must obtain
permission from the court before the hearing and make arrangements with the clerk regarding
the logistics of the call. Scheduling conference occur in open court on the record.
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Q.

What do you expect from the attorney at the scheduling conference?

A.

In criminal matters the Court expects an update regarding discovery issues, potential motions
that will be filed and whether the matter is expected to proceed to trial.
In civil matters the Court expects the attorneys to bring their calendars to enable the Court to
set a firm trial date. Further, the Court expects to be informed of any ongoing negotiations and
the likelihood the matter will proceed to trial. Finally, the Court expects the parties to inform
the Court of discovery issues and any anticipated motions beyond a motion for summary
judgment or judgment on the pleadings.

Pretrials
Q.

Do you have final pretrial conferences?

A.

Yes.

Q.

In your view, what is the purpose of the pretrial conference?

A.

In a criminal case it is the last opportunity for a defendant to plead guilty pursuant to a
plea agreement. Additionally, the Court expects to be informed of any last minute
matters that need to be resolved before trial. Finally, the Court informs the parties of
the cases numerical priority on the trial stack.
In a civil case the Court expects to be informed of any last minute motions or
stipulations.

Q.
A.

Do you have a specific format for pretrial memorandums?

Yes. The pretrial order outlines what is expected in a pretrial memorandum.
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JURY TRIAL PRACTICE
Jury Selection
Q.
A.

Q.

A.

How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom?

Voir dire is conducted by the attorneys. The attorneys are given a specific
amount of time to conduct their questioning.

Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires? If so, what is the due date for
questionnaires?

The use of jury questionnaires beyond the generic questionnaire distributed by
the Court will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Jury Instructions
Q.

When do you require requested jury instructions to be submitted?

A.

Jury instructions must be submitted according to the deadlines set in the
pretrial order.

Q.

What form do you prefer requested jury instructions to take (e.g. do you prefer jury instructions
accompanied by supporting cases, in electronic form, etc.)?

A.

If the jury instruction is a standard instruction the parties can submit a list of the
proposed instruction along with the numerical cite. If the jury instruction is not a
standard instruction the Court requires the potential instruction to be submitted
with any supporting caselaw filed in both the court file and delivered to the clerk
and opposing counsel in electronic form.
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Q.
A.

Q.
A.

What is your view of the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions?

I view the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions as generally acceptable.
However, I am open to any proposed instruction with supporting caselaw.

Do you have a set of stock jury instructions that you use?

Yes. From the Wyoming Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions:
1. General, 1.01
2. Before Jury Instructions, 1.02(a)
3. Note Taking, 1.10
4. Questions by the Jury, 1.11
5. Jury Instruction for Jurors, 1.12

Trial Procedure
Q.

What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. with an hour for lunch, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
with no lunch, etc.)?

A.

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Typically the Court will allow one to one and a half
hours for lunch.

Q.

What are your preferences with respect to motions in Limine and other trial related motions?

A.

The Court welcomes motions in limine and other motions prior to trial so that
the Court is on notice of any anticipated contentious issues or objections.
This allows the Court adequate time to research and consider the motions,
and avoids wasting the time of the jury.
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Q.

What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling?

A.

The parties are responsible for scheduling their witnesses in order to make
the most judicious use the Court's and the jury's time.

Q.

What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? Do you allow/require the use of exhibit
notebooks for the court and jurors?

A.

The parties should prepare trial notebooks for the Court and jury in any case
where there are more than five anticipated exhibits.

Q.

Do you allow “speaking objections” in jury trials?

A.

No. The parties should specify the rule or a one or two word description of
the objection. For example; the objection attorney should indicate,
"objection, Rule 802" or "objection, hearsay." If the party objecting or
responding believes that the objection or response requires more
explanation, the party should request a sidebar.

Q.

Do you allow or encourage the use of jury instructions?

A.

Yes.
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Bench Trial Practice
Q.

What are the major differences in procedures in your courtroom between bench trials and jury
trials?

A.

Bench trials are less formal and generally take less time than jury trials.

CRIMINAL MATTERS
Q.
A.

Do you allow initial appearance to be entered by written filing?

No. However, after the initial appearance an attorney is allowed to enter a
written not guilty plea and a request for a scheduling conference if there are
bond conditions in place.

Q.

How do you handle requests for continuance on preliminary hearings, arraignments and trials?

A.

The moving party can either submit an oral motion in court followed by a written
motion for the file or if the matter is not before the Court the party can submit a
written motion and order. If the written motion does not contain the opposing
party's position or the opposing party's position on the motion is unknown, the
Court will set the matter for a hearing.

Q.

Do you allow attorneys to file written agreements on bond conditions?

A.

Yes. However, the Court may modify the stipulated bond conditions as
necessary.
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Q.

Do you have video arraignments of jail inmates? If so, where do you want counsel during the
video appearance?

A.

Yes. Counsel can appear in court or at the jail.

Q.

What special considerations occur at sentencing (participation in a deferral program, supervised
probation, treatment, etc.)?

A.

As this Court typically handles driving under the influence cases and domestic violences
cases, the Court requires a substance abuse evaluation and/or a domestic violence
assessment based on the nature of the offense and the individual's history. The Court
will order probation conditions based on the evaluation, which may include drug and
alcohol testing, substance abuse treatment, and domestic violence classes. The Court
may require an in-court case review after sentencing in order to monitor the progress of
treatment, classes, and testing requirements.

Q.

Do you allow plea agreements in writing? If so, under what circumstances or types of cases?

A.

Yes. The Court allows written plea agreements in the discretion of the parties in
all cases.

Citations
Q.

Do you appoint the Public Defender if there is a possibility of jail sentence?

A.

Yes.
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Q.
A.

Do you accept credit card payments?

Yes.

Juveniles
Q.

Do juveniles appear at a separate time than adults?

A.

No.

Q.

Do you insist juveniles appear with a parent/guardian?

A.

No. The Court would prefer the juvenile to appear with a parent or guardian and
may require it in particular cases.

CIVIL MATTERS
Q.

Does the court prepare the orders, or should the attorney prepare the order?

A.

The Court will prepare a standard order in forcible entry and detainer cases and
in small claims cases. In all other matters the attorneys are required to prepare
the order.
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Family Violence/Stalking Protection Hearing
Q.

Do you encourage attorneys in these matters?

A.

Yes.

Small Claims
Q.

Do you think it is effective for attorneys to appear in small claims matters?

A.

It depends on the nature of the case. Of course, this type of case is designed to
allow parties to effectively proceed without an attorney. In the Court's
experience, properly prepared claimant's and defendant's do well without
counsel.

THOUGHTS ON COURTROOM PROTOCOL
Q.

Is lack of civility a recurring problem in your courtroom? What steps do you take to improve
civility in your courtroom?

A.

Generally there is not an issue with lack of civility. However, if there is an issue
the individual is warned. If the problem persists, court security is asked to
escort the individual out of the courtroom. If necessary, the matter is reset.

Q.

What do you expect of lawyers (and their staff) in your courtroom? Clients? Witnesses?

A.

The Court expects attorneys and the public to act courteously to each other, the
court, and court staff, making sure not to disturb the proceedings with excess
noise or distraction. Importantly, attorneys are expected to come to court
prepared.
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Q.

Do you impose limitations on courtroom movement (approaching witness, podium, etc.)?

A.

The attorneys are allowed to freely approach a witness they have called on their
behalf if the witness is not considered hostile. An attorney should request
permission from the Court to approach a witness that has been called by
opposing counsel. Because the proceedings in circuit court are audio recorded,
the attorneys must ensure they are speaking into a microphone at all times.

Q.

What kind of lawyer conduct is unacceptable in your courtroom?

A.

It is unacceptable for an attorney to act disrespectfully to opposing counsel,
witnesses, or court staff. Attorneys should always stand when they are
addressing the Court.

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
Q.
A.

What are your opinions regarding courtroom attire?

Attorneys should dress professionally. Jeans and jean jackets should not be
worn in the courtroom.
The public is required to dress appropriately for court. Hats, shorts, tank tops,
flip flops, and t-shirts with inappropriate content are not allowed.

Q.

Do you allow children in your courtroom?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you allow cell phones in your courtroom?

A.

No.
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Q.

What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom?

A.

If an attorney is late or does not appear, the Court allows the attorney to
explain the situation. If an attorney is habitually late and does not appear the
Court will issue an order to show cause.

Specialty Courts
Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Do you have a specialty court (drug court, DUI court, juvenile court)? If so, please describe.

Drug Court

What are the criteria for entrance in the program?

This is a question more appropriately addressed by the program coordinator.

What is the judge’s role in the program?

The judge meets with the drug court team on a weekly basis to obtain a status
report regarding each participant. Additionally, the judge meets with the
participants in court on a weekly to monthly basis depending on the individual's
progress in the program. This is also the time when the team recognizes
accomplishments, progress, and incentives, and addresses any other issues
and sanctions.
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Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Can an attorney petition for his/her client to participate in the program?

Yes.

Must there be an adjudication or can there be participation from a form of deferral?

There can be participation from both an adjudication and a deferral. However,
the Court does not accept participants on bond awaiting disposition.
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