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Wyoming Circuit Court Judges’ Benchbook 
 
 
 
Name:         
 
Judicial District:        
 
County of Circuit Court:       
 
 
GENERAL COURTROOM PRACTICE TIPS 
 
Motions Practice 
 
Q. Do you require submitted motions include a proposed order? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you appreciate courtesy copies of briefs being delivered to you prior to hearing a motion? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheduling Conferences 
 
Q.  Do you have scheduling conferences? If so, how are scheduling conferences set and used in your 

court? Are they conducted by you? When done by telephone, are the attorneys responsible for 
setting up a conference call or does your office have enough lines to allow attorneys to call in? 

 
A. 
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Q. What do you expect from the attorney at the scheduling conference? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pretrials 
 
Q. Do you have final pretrial conferences? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. In your view, what is the purpose of the pretrial conference? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you have a specific format for pretrial memorandums? 
 
A.  
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JURY TRIAL PRACTICE 
 
Jury Selection 
 
Q. How is voir dire conducted in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow or encourage the use of jury questionnaires? If so, what is the due date for 

questionnaires? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jury Instructions 
 
Q. When do you require requested jury instructions to be submitted? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What form do you prefer requested jury instructions to take (e.g. do you prefer jury instructions 

accompanied by supporting cases, in electronic form, etc.)? 
 
A.  
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Q. What is your view of the Wyoming Pattern Jury Instructions? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you have a set of stock jury instructions that you use? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trial Procedure 
 
Q. What is your preferred trial schedule (e.g. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  with an hour for lunch, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

with no lunch, etc.)? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What are your preferences with respect to motions in Limine and other trial related motions? 
 
A. 
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Q. What are your preferences and/or procedures related to witness scheduling? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What are your preferences with respect to trial exhibits? Do you allow/require the use of exhibit 

notebooks for the court and jurors? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow “speaking objections” in jury trials? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow or encourage the use of jury instructions? 
 
A. 
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Bench Trial Practice 
 
Q. What are the major differences in procedures in your courtroom between bench trials and jury 

trials? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CRIMINAL MATTERS 
 
Q. Do you allow initial appearance to be entered by written filing? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. How do you handle requests for continuance on preliminary hearings, arraignments and trials? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow attorneys to file written agreements on bond conditions? 
 
A. 
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Q. Do you have video arraignments of jail inmates? If so, where do you want counsel during the 
video appearance? 

 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What special considerations occur at sentencing (participation in a deferral program, supervised 

probation, treatment, etc.)? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow plea agreements in writing? If so, under what circumstances or types of cases? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citations 
 
Q. Do you appoint the Public Defender if there is a possibility of jail sentence? 
 
A. 
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Q. Do you accept credit card payments? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juveniles 
 
Q. Do juveniles appear at a separate time than adults? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you insist juveniles appear with a parent/guardian? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CIVIL  MATTERS 
 
Q. Does the court prepare the orders, or should the attorney prepare the order? 
 
A.  
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Family Violence/Stalking Protection Hearing 
 
Q. Do you encourage attorneys in these matters? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Small Claims 
 
Q. Do you think it is effective for attorneys to appear in small claims matters? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THOUGHTS ON COURTROOM PROTOCOL 
 
Q. Is lack of civility a recurring problem in your courtroom? What steps do you take to improve 

civility in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What do you expect of lawyers (and their staff) in your courtroom? Clients? Witnesses? 
 
A. 
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Q. Do you impose limitations on courtroom movement (approaching witness, podium, etc.)? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What kind of lawyer conduct is unacceptable in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 
 
Q. What are your opinions regarding courtroom attire? 
 
A.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow children in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Do you allow cell phones in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
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Q. What, if anything, do you do to enforce promptness in your courtroom? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specialty Courts 
 
Q. Do you have a specialty court (drug court, DUI court, juvenile court)? If so, please describe. 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What are the criteria for entrance in the program? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What is the judge’s role in the program? 
 
A. 
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Q. Can an attorney petition for his/her client to participate in the program? 
 
A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. Must there be an adjudication or can there be participation from a form of deferral? 
 
A. 
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	Text3: Natrona
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	Text5: Yes, if possible.  
	Text6: Yes, we have a scheduling conference for civil cases if attorneys are involved.    They are set by the clerks after the answer has been submitted.  Attorneys do not need to request one.  I conduct them and attorneys are welcome to call in by HUB or telephone.  The Court would like to know in advance if the attorneys are calling in. 

If it is a self represented case, the Court does not set a hearing but will send out a scheduling order to the parties.   

In criminal cases and civil jury trial, the jury trials are stacked. The Court has a docket call the week before trial.  If any cases are continuing to trial, the Court sets a case management hearing for the top three cases to randomly number jurors and address any pretrial motions.  If number 1 on the stack is going, the Court will likely continue the other cases and set them on the next docket.  

The Court does not have a scheduling conference for criminal bench trials unless requested by the parties.  
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In criminal cases, we address any outstanding motions or any procedural questions the parties may have.
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In criminal and civil jury trials - yes.  I hold a case management hearing a few days prior to trial 
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	Text11: No.  
	Text12: We randomly assign numbers to jurors at the case management conference.  The first 14 will be seated in my first three rows in the gallery - 6 in the first bench, 6 in the second bench and 2 in the third bench.  Attorneys may restrict questioning to the first 14 or may open questioning up to the whole panel.  Attorneys need to be aware we record everything - I do not have a court reporter - so to maintain the record, if questions are asked outside the first 14 it is good to get names from jurors for the record.  I do not put time limits on voir dire unless the attorneys request.
	Text13: No.  The Court sends out a basic questionnaire and is unlikely to allow additional questionnaires.  
	Text14: At or before the case management hearing.
	Text15: I like paper forms and only cited instructions.  The Court appreciates an emailed courtesy copy of the cited instruction but it is not necessary.  You do not need to attach cases unless you want to.  
	Text16: I follow the patterns as much as possible.  
	Text17: Yes, I have a set of 8-9 general instructions I use in criminal cases and a set of 3-4 in civil cases.  
	Text18: 8:30 start
Break after jury is selected
Break for lunch around noon
Resume around 1:30 
Break around 3:30 
Finish around 5:00 
	Text19: Please file them in advance as much as possible but will entertain motions during trial if necessary.  
	Text20: My jury trials are short; witnesses should be available when they are needed.  Counsel should discuss ahead of time and court will likely allow any stipulations on witness order.  The court allows witnesses to be out of order as long as both parties stipulate.  
	Text21: I rarely see exhibit notebooks in my courtroom.  But if attorneys would like to use them, I would entertain the request.  
	Text22: Yes.  
	Text23: Yes. 
	Text24: I don't have any.  
	Text25: Yes
	Text26: Submit a motion.  If parties stipulate, make that clear for the court.  If I get a request for a continuance not stipulated, I will email both parties and inquire.  If there is an objection, I will set for a hearing.  
	Text27: Yes. 
	Text28: Yes and they can stay at counsel desks.  
	Text29: Deferrals, supervised probation, and specialty courts will all be considered.  
	Text30: Yes.  In all cases.  If I have questions about a written plea agreement, I will set it for a hearing.  
	Text31: Yes - if the person qualifies.  
	Text32: Yes - online.  However, there is a fee.  
	Text33: Typically yes.  
	Text34: Yes or an attorney.  
	Text35: The Court prefers counsel to prepare Orders.  
	Text36: I don't encourage or discourage.  Attorneys are helpful in all cases including protection order cases.  
	Text37: Rarely.  However, it has happened. 
	Text38: I rarely see issues of civility in my courtroom.  If anyone is upset or disrespectful, its usually when a person is under the influence of a substance.  If I do see it, I will stop the proceedings and address it.  If it persists, I will remove the person from the courtroom.  
	Text39: Professionalism.  I've never had an issue with that in my courtroom.  
	Text40: I ask attorneys to request permission to approach the witnesses and the bench.  The bailiffs will help the court collect evidence from attorneys or self represented litigants if needed.  During trial, I allow attorneys to move around the courtroom as needed.  
	Text41: 
	Text42: Business professional for attorneys.  I am a little more easy-going on self represented litigants.  
	Text43: Yes
	Text44: Attorneys may bring in cell phones. Witnesses, staff and observers cannot.  
	Text45: I might be a bit stern if you are late for Court but I try to be understanding.  Things come up.  
	Text46: I run the Natrona County Student Court.  
	Text47: A juvenile under the age of 18; on a second offense or more; usually involving alcohol, tobacco or controlled substances 
	Text48: I oversee the weekly court proceeding and conduct probation revocations.  I also provide weekly positives and rewards for those kids doing well.  
	Text49: Yes
	Text50: There must be an adjudication.  The juvenile is sentenced into my program. 


